
Section 2: Jamestown 



• Nobody knows what happened 

to the first settlers at Roanoke 



English Explorers 

• John Cabot  

–1st English to cross 

the Atlantic 

–Probably landed in 

Newfoundland, 

Canada in 1497 

–Never returned from 

his 2nd voyage 



• Sir Martin Frobisher 

–3 voyages 1576- 

1578 

–Searching for a trade 

route to Asia 

•Northwest passage 

(not successfully 

navigated until 

1906) 



• John Davis 

–3 voyages 1585-1587 

–West coast of Greenland & 

the east coast of Baffin 

Island & Labrador 



• Henry Hudson 

–Explored for 

English & 

Dutch 

–1609 explored 

the Hudson 

River in NY 

–1610 Hudson 

Bay 



• Sir Francis Drake 

–Adventurer 

taking a short cut 

to wealth 

• Privateer- 

raided Spanish 

ships & cities 

–Elizabeth I 

authorized these 

raids 



• “Sea dogs” 

• 1586 raided St. 

Augustine, Fl & 

weakened Spain’s 

finances 

• Explored 1577- 1580 

& became the 1st 

English captain to 

sail around the world 



An English Interest in Colonization 

• Reasons 

–Privateers were sailing far from 

England in search of riches 

•Base to attack Spanish ships 

–Europeans were still looking for a 

northwest passage 

•Need supply stations 

 



–English merchants wanted a 

new market 

–England was becoming too 

crowded 



• Walter Raleigh tried 

twice to start a colony 

on Roanoke Island in 

the 1580’s 

–1585- Ended when 

the starving settlers 

abandoned the colony 

& went home 

–Second attempt the 

settlers vanished 



The Jamestown Settlement 

• 1606- several men made plans to 

establish a new colony 

• Needed a charter that allowed 

them to form a joint stock 

company 



–Called themselves the Virginia 

Company of London 

•Sent 100 colonists to VA, 60 

miles from the mouth of the 

James River 

•Named it Jamestown in honor 

of King James I 



The Settler’s Hardship 

• Conflict with Native Americans 

–Attacked by 200 natives 

–14,000 natives lived in that region 

–English paid Powhatan a tribute 

(skins, beads, & food) 

–Natives were suspicious of their 

intentions 



• Unrealistic expectations 

–Not used to doing hard work 

–Ignored the tasks necessary for 

survival & searched for gold 

• Location 

–Swamps & pools of standing water 

with mosquitoes 

–Suffered from dysentery, typhus, & 

malaria 



• Starvation 

–First ten years 

–Oct 1609- Mar 1610 “Starving Time” 

–Helped by Natives 

• Poor leadership 

–Constant squabbling 

–Led by John Smith- sent back to 

England because of an injury 



• In England, the colony was 

being praised 

–By 1623 5,500 new settlers 

•4,400 died within a short 

time 



Governing the Colony 

• 1609- New charter where they could 

appoint a governor who would be in the 

colony 

–Charter was revoked in 1624 because 

it wasn’t profitable 

• Became a royal colony with a governor 

appointed by the king 

• Had a legislature known as the House 

of Burgesses 



Growing tobacco 

• 1614- John Rolfe shipped 

tobacco to Europe 

–Basis of the colony’s 

economy 

–Growth of plantations 



The Promise of Land 

• Persuade people to come by 

promising them land 

–50 acres to each person  

• Many farmers in England lost their 

homes to the enclosure movement 

–Turned their farms into animal 

pasture (More money) 



Indentured Servants 

• Master paid for their voyage & 

gave them food & shelter 

–150,000- 200,000 came 

–18-22 unmarried, poor men 

• Many died because of the climate 

& diseases 



Conflict with Native Americans 

• The English pattern of Conquest 

–Grew out of experiences with 

Ireland (Religious) 

–Took away land from the natives 

–It was best to remake completely 

any culture they conquered 

–Conquest was all or nothing 



Native Americans React 

• March 1622- Natives planned & 
carried out a surprise attack on 
Jamestown with the intention of 
wiping out the English 

–Failed but killed 350 colonists 

• Settlers struck back 

• Last major attack in 1644(failed)- 
leader was shot & killed  



Bacon’s Rebellion 

• Settlers moved west looking for 

land- often taken from the natives 

• Governor William Berkley refused 

to raise troops to defend the 

settlers against Indian raids 



• 1676- Nathaniel Bacon raised a private 

army to fight the natives & take their land 

–Declared a rebel & an army was to 

stop him 

–Bacon & his supporters attacked & 

burned Jamestown 

•Controlled all of VA for a short time 

–Died suddenly from illness & the 

rebellion ended 



Important for two reasons 

• Showed that the frontier 

settlers were frustrated with a 

government concerned only 

about the interest of the 

wealthy 

• Showed the poor weren’t 

going to tolerate it 


